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The Composition of the Rituals for Guests and
Its Development in Medieval China

Zhu Yi (p. 99)

It seems that the composition of the Rituals for Guests changed
drastically in traditional China, which makes it difficult to define these
rituals accurately. However, the reforms of state rituals in the reign
period of Song Huizong suggested the possibility of understanding the
connotation of the Rituals for Guests through the power relationships
between emperor and other people, including the Descendants of Two
or Three Preceding Rightful Dynasties, the governors and envoys of
prefectures and kingdoms, and the rulers and envoys of neighboring
regimes. This article indicates that the Rituals for Guests were almost
fixedly applied to the leaders of the political entities or organizations
that did not surrender completely or partly to emperors of China, and
their representatives, though the specific objects of these rituals

depended on the different historical contexts.

Further Discussion on the Evolution of the
Compilation of the Ge and the Chi from the
Tang through the Five Dynasties
Wu Liyu & Zhao Jing(p. 139)

This paper discusses the evolution of the characteristic of the
compilation of the Ge (Regulation, #%) and the Chi ( Edict, $) from
the Tang through Five Dynasties by stages. It considers that the Ge in
the early Tang was a kind of the comprehensive legislation, which was
closely related to the Li (Ritual, f%). When Kaiyuan Li( { BICH4) )
was established in the period of Emperor Xuanzong, the Gehouchi (%
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1&H) became a new source of law, which was compiled easier. In
the period of Zhenyuan ( H JG) and Yuanhe (JGA1), the Gehouchi
was compiled successively which was the inheritance of Kaiyuan Li
and the institution of the Kaiyuan Period. However, as the
comprehensive legislation, the Gehouchi became more and more
complicated because its contents were continuously enriched. As a
result, Kaicheng Ge({ BiJii#%)) and Dazhong Xinglv Tonglei( {
JAIERE &5 %5 ) ) , which were mainly criminal laws, were established.
Then they were inherited in the Five Dynasties, and were abolished
when Dazhou Xingtong ({ ] JE %)) was enacted. As one of the
most important legal sources in the Tang Dynasty, the Ge vanished in
the early Northern Song Dynasty, and appeared again as the Shangge
("Ei#%) in the Yuanfeng Reform. At the same time, the Gehouchi was
renamed to the Bianchi( Z##5(). With the institutional articles left out,

the Bianchi ultimately became the pure criminal law.

Political Struggle and Palace Layout
A New Study of the Motivation of the
Building of Daming Palace in Chang’an
of the Tang Dynasty

Li Yong (p. 181)
The existing historical materials told us the purpose of building
the Daming Palace by Tang Taizong was providing a summer resort for
his father. Although some people in Song and Yuan dynasties
suspected it, they didn’t investigate the real motivation of Tang
Taizong. If we observe and study the political struggles in the early
Tang Dynasty, we can find a tradition of using the building space as a
tool of balancing the benefit of different political groups. Tang Gaozu

made use of space to exclude Taizong from Taiji Palace. After



