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Abstract

An Examination of the Materials Used for Reconstructing
the T'ang Statutes: With a Focus on the
Ta-T'ang K'ai-yiian Li

CHao Ching

The Ta-T'ang K '‘ai-yiian li KFEBITCE is one of the most basic
materials for reconstructing the T'ang statutes. When its wording
differs from other materials, we should first verify different
versions of the K'‘ai-yiian Ii in order to determine whether there
are any errors or abbreviations. Secondly, we need to consider
that the institutions recorded in the K‘ai-yian Ii are not limited
only to those mentioned in legislation of the 7th year of the K'ai-
ytan era and that they include new decrees issued before the 20th
year of the K'ai-yian era. Furthermore, the “Preface” (“Hsu-li"
5) of the K'ai-yiian Ii is not completely aligned with the main
body of the text, for it was not updated as new decrees were
issued. In addition, the K ‘ai-yian Ii does not adopt all of the new
decrees enacted from the 7th year to the 20th year of the K'ai-
ylan era, for a new decree could be annulled at any time even if it
was designated as remaining in force in perpetuity. These points
have brought some uncertainty to previous achievements in the
restoration of the T'ang statutes.
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