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Tiansheng Statutes and The Research
on the Tang and Song Periods

Zhao Jing

Abstract ; The transcription of the Guanping Statutes( ten volumes) , which was copied in
the Ming Dynasty, is now collected by Tian-yi-ge Museum in Ningbo, Zhejiang Province.
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Prof. Dai Jianguo discovered it in 1998. After careful study and rigorous research, he then
believed that it was actually one part of the long-lost masterpiece of Tiansheng Statutes which
were enacted by the Emperor Ren Zong in the 7th year of the Tiansheng Period(1029 A. D. )
of the Song Dynasty. In 2006, based on their painstaking efforts and close cooperation for
many years, the Tian-yi-ge Museum and the Institute of History in Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences jointly published the collated two-volume book of the Tian Sheng Ling,
which further provides the academic circle and the scholars with a relatively reliable edition.
Although the ten-volume Guanping Statutes collected by Tian-yi-ge Museum are only the last
quarter of Tiansheng Statutes—the entire collection of which have altogether thirty volumes,
they display certain distinguishable parts of the original appearance of the statute( Ling) in the
Tang and Song periods, which indeed play an important role in recovery of the Tang Ling , the
research on the transition of institutions and society in the Tang and Song periods, the
comparison of the Lii-ling System between the ancient Japan and China etc. The significance
of the Guanping Statutes collected by the Tian-yi-ge Museum has been attracting wide
attention from the domestic and overseas academic circles and scholars. Up to now, the
quai ‘ity and quality of the relative achievements have been considerable. Particularly, the
researches on the economy,society ,institutions with special reference to the new information
from Tiansheng Statutes are all carried to a new stage.
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