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How to Extricate the Discipline of Legal History from the Predicament:
Thoughts on Two Symposiums Contained in Vol.70th of Legal History Study (Japan)
Zhao Jing

Abstract: There are two symposiums published on the Vol.70th of Legal History
Study (Japan), which are separately named “History of Legal History Studies in Japan”
and “Possibilities of Japanese Legal History Textbooks”. They contain discussions on the
discipline orientation of legal history carried out from the early history of such a discipline
and the principles of compilation of textbooks. If rethinking Chinese legal history studies
on the basis of those discussions, we should review the group of legal historians since

modern times from the perspective of Wissenschaftsgeschichte (“history of knowledge”),
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analyse the rescarch approaches adopted by rescarchers with different subject
backgrounds, accumulate individual cases based on legal methods and highlight the inde-
pendence of legal history. We should also seek dialogues with historians and researchers
from other fields by considering interdisciplinary problem consciousness and maintain the
tension of methodology between different disciplines. When it comes to the level of legisla-
tion in reality, we should base on the tradition and provide positive and negative
arguments for contemporary legal transforms, particularly working on the restraints on
premature legislative suggestions and the criticisms against current laws.

Key Words: legal history; independence as a discipline; methodology; contribution to

current legal system
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